[Detection of left intraventricular thrombi in the acute phase of myocardial infarction by 2-dimensional echocardiography. Apropos of 103 cases].
Two-dimensional echocardiography (2D echo) was performed in 103 patients (94 men, 9 women, aged 35 to 76 years; mean 55,4 years) during the acute phase of primary myocardial infarction in order to detect left ventricular thrombi (LVT). This investigation was carried out between the 7th and 30th days with an 84 degrees phased array sector scanner. A total of 17 LVT were visualised, all at the apex of the left ventricle. There factors seemed to predispose to this condition: --the site of infarction: LVT were more common in anterior (16/56) than inferior infarcts (1/47) (p less than 0,001); --the extent of the necrosis: LVT occurred in 13/30 antérior infarcts when the akinesia involved at least two antero-apical segments, compared to only 3/26 when the necrosis was less extensive (p less than 0,05); --cardiac failure in anterior myocardial infarction: LVT were found in 11/21 cases with cardiac failure and in only 5/35 without cardiac failure (p less than 0,01). The outcome of 45 patients was assessed by 2D echo 3 to 12 months after the acute episode (mean 7,6 months). Control echo was unchanged in 35 patients (15 inferior, 20 anterior infarcts) without LVT. In 10 patients with LVT treated by oral VitK antagonists, the thrombus disappeared in 5 cases without embolism; it decreased in volume in 3 cases and persisted unchanged in 2 cases.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)